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SCHEDULED AIR CARRIER RULES 

MODIFICATION OF APPROACH AND 1A AIDING LIMITATIONS 

Section 6l 9273 of Part 61 of the C i v i l A i r Regulations currently 
prohibits the'execution of an approach or lancing a t an a i r p o r t when : 

the l a t e s t United States Weather Bureau report indicates weather conditions 
less than the authorized mirdmumSs This l i m i t a t i o n was intended to pro
h i b i t descent below the authorised minimum a l t i t u d e t o "take a look" when 
weather i s reported to be less than the authorized miiiiri/ums3 The language 
presently used i n t h i s l i m i t a t i o n does not take i n t o account certain 
impractical situations which are frequently encountered. The weather 
report received by the p i l ^ t at the time he commences his- letdown and 
approach procedure may indicate weatiier conditions better than the 
authorized minimum; however, i f during the approach the weather deteriorates 
and becomes less than the authorized minimum and the p i l o t continues his 
approach and larding, the landing would be i n v i o l a t i o n of the present 
limitation,, Technically t h i s would be true even though at the time the 
l a t e s t report was received the airplane was i n landing configuration but 
had not made actual touchdown0 

The C i v i l Aeronautics .administration and the Board concur that i t 
would not be ra t i o n a l to hold a p i l o t i n v i o l a t i o n were he to continue 
and L»nd i n good f a i t h i n such cases 0 However, i t i s considered desir« 
able that the wording of the regulation be amended so as to remove the 
question of technical violations a r i s i n g i n such cases 0 I n order to 
c l a r i f y the intent of t h i s l i m i t a t i o n ^ i t i s necessary that the regula« 
t i o n permit the continuance of the approach i n certain instances when 
the a i r c r a f t has entered a phase of t h e approach and landing procedure 
which w i l l be easily cognizable to either the p i l o t or an enforcement 
official© This exception uses d i s t i n c t geographical and a l t i t u d e refer» 
ences i n order to preclude the undesirable features of "take a look" and 
to remove doubt i n the minds of the p i l o t and enforcement o f f i c i a l s with 
regard to whether or not a v i o l a t i o n has occurred. 

I n view of the foregoing^ t h i s amendment to the approach and landing 
l i m i t a t i o n s permits the p i l o t to continue his approach a f t e r receiving a 
weather report indicating loss than the authorized minimums only i n 
those instances when the a i r c r a f t has passed the outer marker on an ILS 
f i n a l approach, i s on f i n a l approach using GCA procedure, or has passed 
the appropriate minimum a l t i t u d e on a f i n a l a p p r o a c h - u t i l i z i n g a radio 
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range s t a t i o n or comparable f a c i l i t y ^ Thereafter, the p i l o t may make a 
landing, i f upon reaching the -pproved minimum a l t i t u d e he> finds that the 
weather conditions are equal to or better than the prescribed minimums0 

Interested persons have boon afforded an opportunity to participate 
i n the making of t h i s amorjdrcnt, and due consideration has been given to 
a l l relevant matter presented. 

I n consideration of the foregoing the G i v i l Aeronautics Board hereby 
amends Part_ 61 of the C i v i l Air Re&ulataons (IU C7R, Part 61̂  as amended) 
effective "ebruary 16, 1953: 

By adding new sentence at the end of section 61^273 to read: 
"Providedj That, i f an instrument approach precedure i s i n i t i a t e d when 
the current U» S. weather Bureau report indicates that the prescribed 
c e i l i n g and v i s i b i l i t y minimums exist and a l a t e r weather report i n d i c a t i n g 
below minimum conditions i s received -fter the a i r c r a f t (1) i s on an -JLS 
f i n a l ap-roach and has passed the outer marker, or ( 2 ) i s on a f i n a l ap
proach using a radio ran^e station or comparable f a c i l i t y and has passed 
the appropriate f a c i l i t y arid has reached the 'Authorized landing minimum 
a l t i t u d e , or (3) i s on 3CA f i n a l approach and has be„n turned over to 
the f i n a l approach controlL-r, such approach may be continued and a land** 
ing niay be made i n the event weather conditions ej u a l to or better than the 
prescribed minimums for the a i r p o r t are found to exi s t by the p i l o t i n 
connand of the f l i g h t upon reaching the authorised landing minimum a l t i t u d e , " 

(Sec 0 205 ( a ) , 52 Stat, 9&U; U9 ueS.Ce h2$ ( a ) e Interpret or apply secs c 

60lj 66h9 $2 Stat. 1007, iOlOj k9 U.S.C* $$19 $$h) 

By the C i v i l Aeronautics Board* 

/s/ k. C. Mulligan 

H> Co Mulligan . 
Secretary 

(SEAL) 

Part 6 l l a s t printed September 1, 1949. 


